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T help grow and study Drosophila (fruit
flies), Arabidopsis (a small plant), yeast,
and C. elegans (a worm). We use these
organisms to determine if an incubator
that is designed for the International
Space Station can actually be used to
support biological specimens. I also
perform tissue culture, for the cell
culture unit, another habitat for SSBRP.
In addition, I attend team meetings,
order supplies, maintain inventories,
and manage safety issues for the lab.
Additionally, I volunteer and give talks
about SSBRP, and help train teachers
for the Education Office at Ames. I
even volunteer for the Mars Society and
NASA JPL's Solar System Ambassador
Program!

Areas of expertise:

* Biocompatibility of Space Mission
Hardware
* Astrobiology Education

Space Biologist

How I first became interested in this profession:

T've wanted to work for NASA as long as I can remember.

What helped prepare me for this job:

Persistence, consistency,and enthusiasm! Lab skills (molecular and non-
molecular), communication and listening skills, knowledge of biology,
microscopy, chemistry, mathematics, physics, and most importantly, a
desire to learn.

My role models or inspirations:

My mother and father, former students, astronauts, pictures from Voyager
1 & 2, special relativity, winter in North Dakota, and Mars scientists.

My education and training:

+ B.S. Education, North Dakota State University 1995
* M.S. Space Studies, University of North Dakota 2001

My career path:

+ Farmer and Rancher, Mandan, ND; (1987-95)

* High School Science Teacher, Bismarck, ND (Biology, Physics, Applied
Biology, Chemistry, Physical Science) (1995-1999)

* 6raduate Research Assistant, Grand Forks, ND- Climate change,
biodiversity, and agricultural stewardship using remote sensing imagery
studies. (1999-2001)

* Biologist - Associate Scientist for SSBRP with LMSO at NASA ARC.
(2001- present)

What | like about my job:

Everything. I have the privilege of being on the United States' ISS science
team for the Incubator and the Cell Culture Unit! I appreciate being able
to listenand learn from world-class researchers, and I enjoy the flexibility
of my schedule.

What | don't like about my job:

Sometimes lab work requires very intensive, long days of repetitive work,
even on weekends. If we have organisms growing and experiments running,
they need to be tended to all the time. But if I am consistent and persistent
with this part of my job, good results make it all worth while.

My advice to anyone interested in this occupation:

Be ready to learn and have fun! Be VERY flexible and be sure to follow
through on everything you say you will do.
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